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Background B

At a meeting on August 19, 2024, the City
Council discussed a letter received from a
potential plaintiffs’ attorney, Shenkman &
Hughes PC, onJuly 22, 2024, alleging a
violation of the California Voting Rights Act
(the “CVRA”) and threatening litigation if the
City declines to voluntarily change to a
district-based election system for electing
Councilmembers. A majority of the Council
gave direction to staff to proceed with
agendizing the resolution of intent in order
to take advantage of the safe harbor
provisions of Elections Code section 10010
and avoid costly litigation. At the meeting on
September 3, 2024, the City Council
approved City Resolution No. 2024-91
declaring Foster City's intent to initiate
procedures to transition from at-large
election to district-based elections.
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The City of Foster City currently employs an
at-large elections system, in which voters of
the entire City elect the five City Council
members. A district-based electionis one in
which the City is divided into separate
districts, each with one City Council
member who resides in the district and is
chosen by the voters in that particular
district. Once the transition away from at-
large elections is completed, the district-
election system will be introduced for the
2026 election.

e E HIJ%H%E’JE%FE%BIEI RERTHIE,

HEMERBHANTREHRE. PEE QE?H
T%Fﬁiﬂ %ﬂil R, I A& ERRRE
B —EEEZEENTRERE. K2

FH%PEI LR 0 ERFEMNBETNE, DEER
SIS 2026 FHGRE RSN,

Process




The City needs to hold at least two public
hearings over a period of no more than 30
days, at which the public is invited to
provide input regarding the composition of
the districts. While the public can begin
drawing maps, official maps can not be
drawn by the city or its consultant before
completion of these two public meetings.
Once the initial two meetings are complete,
the hired demographer can begin to
officially draw maps that will be considered
in the districting process along with any
publicly drawn maps. The City would then
hold at least two additional hearings over a
period of no more than 45 days, at which
the public is invited to provide input
regarding the content of the draft maps and
the proposed sequence of elections. Only
maps that have been public for seven days
can be considered at any public hearings.
Once a map is selected, it would need to be
published at least seven days before
consideration at a hearing for introduction
of an ordinance to adopt the district map.
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Foster City has established the following
tentative timeline to complete the
transition. All of the following events will
take place in the City Council chambers at
620 Foster City Blvd.:
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Monday, October 7, 2024: First public
hearing @ 7 p.m.
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Sunday, October 20, 2024: Community
Workshop @ 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
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Monday, October 21, 2024: Second public 2024 £ 10 H 21 H, BE—, gL 7:.00. £
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Monday, November 4, 2024: Third public 2024 F£11 B 4 H, B—, B 7:00. =X
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Wednesday, November 13, 2024:
Community Workshop @ 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
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Monday, November 18, 2024: Fourth public 2024 F£11 818 H, B—, B L 7:00. £
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hearing (final vote) @ 7 p.m.
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Please attend the public hearings on the
above dates which will start at a time
certain of 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers
at 620 Foster City Blvd. to learn more about
the transition to district elections. And
please stay engaged throughout this
process. Your participation is critical to
assure the community's values and
interests are reflected as district lines are
drawn and a final map is ultimately
selected. To grant ample opportunities for
residents and community members to have
their voice heard, City staff and consultants
will be hosting a variety of outreach events
over the coming weeks and months. This
webpage will be continuously updated with
dates and locations where community
members can share their feedback on this
issue. Questions, comments, or other
feedback can also be sentto
districtelections@fostercity.org. Translation
services at public hearings and community
workshops can be made available upon
request, so long as adequate advance
notice is provided. To see the tentative

timeline for implementing district elections,

click here.
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Foster City staff will also be present at the
following community events sharing
information regarding district elections
process:
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Friday, September 20, 8:30am-10am:
Second Harvest Food Bank Free Grocery
Program at the Foster City Library.
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Sunday, September 21, 9am-11:00am:
Community Bike Ride at Booth Bay Park.
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Saturday, September 28, 9am-11am: Foster
City Farmers Market at 1010 Metro Center
Blvd.
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Sunday, September 29, 10am-12pm: Clean
Air Day celebration at the Foster City
Library.
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Wednesday, October 2, 5pm-7pm: Off the
Grid at Leo Ryan Park.
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Sunday, October 6, 11am-1pm: Baybasi
Autumn Festival at Leo Ryan Park.
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Wednesday, October 16, 5pm-6:30 pm: Off

10 16 H, =, T4 5:00 & 6:30, Leo

the Grid at Leo Ryan Park Ryan Park: EfESEE)
Tell us about your community of interest! EEEF sS4 E SR
Fill out a community of interest form EHEHMSHERS

The City Council wants to hear from you on
how these boundaries should be drawn,
and keeping communities of interest
together is a valued criteria in the districting
process. Click the button below to learn
why sharing your community of interest is
so important, and to submit a form.
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Frequently Asked Questions =R
What is districting? SEEHE?

Districting is the establishment of
boundaries for election districts. It
determines who can run and who can vote
in each district. Candidates and voters must
live within their respective election districts.
This does not impact city services to the
public. The only change the districting
process creates is how City Council
Members are elected.
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Districting only happens once. After City
Council boundaries are established, the
City will conduct redistrictings to balance
the district populations following the results
of each decennial census, with the next U.S.
Census collection being 2030. This ensures
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that each elected official represents about
the same number of constituents. All
district lines must be reviewed to meet
strict requirements for population equality
and voting rights protections in accordance
with the Federal Voting Rights Act and the
California Elections Code.
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Why does districting matter?
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Districting determines which
neighborhoods and communities are
grouped together into a district for purposes
of electing a City Council member. The City
Council is seeking input on the district
voting map for Foster City. Community
members have an opportunity to share with
the City Council how they think district
boundaries should be drawn to best
represent their community.
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What is the criteria for shaping districts?
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Many factors may be considered, but
population equality is the most important.
Other factors include:
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Topography: natural barriers, boundaries or | #if2: BAER. 2RI HE,
landmarks.
Geography: major streets and neighborhood | #138: FEHEMITEHE.

blocks.

Cohesiveness: contiguity, integrity and EEMW: BEEENESEM. TEMNEEMN,
compactness of the area.
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precincts or other types of divisions.

Community input and Census data will be EMERSAAGFERMAOEESR., ™

used to create districts. The City has hired
professional demographer Redistricting
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Partners to help create proposed district
boundaries. In the coming weeks, the
community will have access to ‘public
mapping tool kits’ to provide feedback on
how districts could be drawn. The City’s
hired demographer will draft proposed
maps that ensure compliance with the
Federal Voting Rights Act and the California
Voting Rights Act requirements. The City
Council would then adopt the final district
map by ordinance.
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What are Communities of Interest? FIESt B2 EE?
A community of interest is a “contiguous FHMHBRIENE B LB EMEEFZE, &

population that shares common social and | ffEIFEE—IEEN, DEERBEIFAEHR
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views, cultures, histories, languages, and

values and whose boundaries can be

identified on a map. The following are

examples of what can be considered

communities of interest:

Shared interests in schools, housing, EER. FE. HELZES. B, BEINR.

community safety, transit, health
conditions, land use, environmental
conditions, and/or other issues.
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Common social and civic networks,
including churches, mosques, temples,
homeowner associations, and community
centers, and shared use of community
spaces, like parks and shopping centers.
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Racial and ethnic compositions, cultural
identities, and households that
predominantly speak a language other than
English.
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Similar socio-economic status, including
but not limited to income, home-ownership,
and education levels.
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Shared political boundary lines from other
jurisdictions, such as school districts,
community college districts, and water
districts.
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Once district elections are adopted, will
all five City Council members be elected
at the same time?
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No. Three council members will be elected
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in one cycle, and the remaining two will be Y R TWMASEMEZRN T R8BS
elected in the next cycle two years later. .
What criteria will be used to decide which 27 A LE R R E R R e?

two districts will hold elections first?

State law does not specify the criteria for
choosing which districts go first. If there is a
district or community that is typically
underrepresented, it may be prioritized.
Otherwise, the decision will be made by the
City Council.
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Can a candidate run for electionin a
district if they do not live within its
boundaries?
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No. A candidate must live within the district
they wish to represent.
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What happens if there is only one
candidate or no candidates running for a
City Council seat in a district?
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If only one candidate runs, that individual
will be considered elected to the City
Council. If no candidates run for a seatin a
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district, the situation will be handled in the B MMEEE) BT EIE,

same way as a vacancy. This will be

addressed according to the California

Elections Code.

Are district boundaries permanent? BEEEREKAMIE?

No. The City is required to review and adjust TEO TN BEEERAOLEZEETMHE
the district lines following each census. We | i8&E 125, T—X, KI5 E 2031 £iRiEfE
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and make changes based on the data
received in the census.
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