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Agenda

Things we will cover:
• What is Districting
• What is the CVRA
• Public Hearing Schedule
• Traditional Districting/Redistricting Principles
• Communities of Interest
• How to Get Involved
• Foster City’s population data 

Today’s Goal: 
• Empower the public to participate

• Learn about the process
• Draw your own map
• Provide testimony on your community
• Provide testimony on your preferred map  



What is Districting
Definition 

Districting is the initial process of creating election district 
boundaries.

These boundaries determine:

• Eligibility to run for office – must live within boundaries to 
qualify for election.

• Who votes in the election – only residents within the election-
district may vote for their board member.



What is Districting
Definition 

Districting is the initial process of creating election district 
boundaries. This does not impact services.

These boundaries do not determine:

• How the district decides to govern. The board of directors can 
still work to achieve goals that benefit the district as a whole 
rather than the interests of any single election-district area.

• How services or relationships between the district and the 
public are managed.



What is the CVRA?
Definition 

The California Voting Rights Act is a state law that 
prohibits the use of at-large elections systems in local 
government if there is racially polarized voting. 

“At Large” is defined as anything other than a system in which an 
elected official lives in a district, and is only elected by members 
of that district.

“Racially Polarized Voting” is defined as differences in voting 
patterns which can be shown to be correlated to race, religion, 
national origin, or membership in any other protected class.



What is the CVRA?
Definition 

The California Voting Rights Act takes the principles of the 
Federal Voting Rights Act and expands it regarding 
districted elections in two key ways:

• While Federal law uses “majority minority” districts as a standard 
for vulnerability, the CVRA only requires “ability to influence.”

• The CVRA requires that plaintiffs get full reimbursement for legal 
fees associated with any successful challenge. These can be lessened 
or eliminated if the district follows a strict and prompt process for 
districting, call “safe harbor provisions.”



What is the CVRA?
Safe Harbor Provisions

The safe harbor provisions of the CVRA requires 
jurisdictions to follow a minimum of:

• Five public meetings 
• First two meetings are devoted to educating the 

public and gathering public testimony

• Must be completed within 90 days



City of Foster City
First two public hearings devoted to community of interest 
testimony gathering and education on districting process

Public Hearings and Workshops:

October 7, 2024   First public hearing
October 20, 2024   Community Workshop
October 21, 2024   Second public hearing
November 4, 2024  Third public hearing (first maps hearing)
November 13, 2024  Community Workshop (Post-Maps)
November 18, 2024  Fourth public hearing
POSSIBLE: Nov. 25, 2024 Extra meeting to discuss maps
December 2, 2024   Fifth public hearing (final vote)
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Hearing purposes 
Public Hearing Structure

Hearing #1 Public Hearing with information about the districting 
process, descriptions of the data and mapping tools, 
introduction of ways the community can provide input. 

Hearing #2 Repeat of first hearing, with additional emphasis on 
receiving community of interest testimony for the purposes 
of driving map creation.

Hearing #3 Presentation of maps of new potential district boundaries 
produced by the demographer and published seven days in 
advance. These maps are expected to drive additional 
feedback from the public and Directors.

Hearing #4 Public Hearing with revised map(s). Additional public input 
regarding the revised map(s) and concluding with direction 
from the board on a final map.

Hearing #5 Public Hearing to adopt final map



Required Districting Criteria

There are a number of criteria that are required under the 
FAIR MAPS Act (ranked):

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Easily identifiable and understandable lines, 
      following city, natural, and man-made boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Traditional redistricting principles used throughout the 
country and written into state law



Equal Population
Utilizing the US Census Decennial File

What is “equal” population has been a 
key subject in districting litigation.  

• Population Equality is based on 
“People” not citizens or voters or 
other metrics.

• 10% deviation presumed equal. 
Other agencies / states have 
different plan deviation 
requirements.



Required Districting Criteria

There are a number of criteria that are required under the 
FAIR MAPS Act (ranked):

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Easily identifiable and understandable lines, 
      following city, natural, and man-made boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Traditional redistricting principles used throughout the 
country and written into state law



Contiguity
Determining what is “contiguous”



Contiguity
Determining what is “contiguity”

Railroad tracks act as a barrier, 
physically separating the city 
with only three thoroughfares 
between District 5 and the rest 
of the city.



Required Districting Criteria

There are a number of criteria that are required under the 
FAIR MAPS Act (ranked):

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Easily identifiable and understandable lines, 
      following city, natural, and man-made boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Traditional redistricting principles used throughout the 
country and written into state law



Required Districting Criteria

There are a number of criteria that are required under the 
FAIR MAPS Act (ranked):

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Easily identifiable and understandable lines, 
      following city, natural, and man-made boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Traditional redistricting principles used throughout the 
country and written into state law



Compactness
Determining what is “compact”



Required Districting Criteria

There are a number of criteria that are required under the 
FAIR MAPS Act (ranked):

• Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Easily identifiable and understandable lines, 
      following city, natural, and man-made boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function

Traditional redistricting principles used throughout the 
country and written into state law



Communities of Interest

A “community of interest” is a population that shares common social or 
economic interests that should be included within a single election 
district for purposes of its effective and fair representation.

As defined by the FAIR MAPS Act

Characteristics include:
• shared public policy 

concerns
• public safety
• public health
• environment
• housing
• transportation

• cultural districts
• shared 

socioeconomic 
characteristics

• shared histories



Communities of Interest

Communities of interest are the building blocks of districts.
A community of interest includes ethnic and language minorities and 
other groups.

• Subjective
• Open-ended to be as inclusive as possible

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
• Latinos
• Asians
• African Americans

While communities of interest may include race, it cannot be the 
predominant factor in drawing district boundaries.

Bringing like people together for representation



What is NOT a Community of Interest

The FAIR MAPS Act explicitly prohibits these groups from 
being considered as communities of interest

• Political party affiliation
• Incumbents
• Political candidates 

It also is hard, in districting to truly consider:

• Groups of similarly minded people who do not share a similar 
geographic location.

• Communities of Interest that are districtwide.

Preventing a Districting from Becoming a Gerrymander



Communities of Interest
Three Critical Questions in Defining YOUR Community

• Does the community have a shared culture, characteristics 
or bond?

• Is the community geographic in nature? Is the community 
able to be mapped?

• How would you describe the community’s relationship with 
the jurisdiction, and how is your community affected by the 
policy decisions made by the elected officials?



How to Get Involved
Submitting Your COI Form

Input can be provided in public 
hearings or using our 
“Community of Interest Survey 
Form” on the City’s website. 



How to Get Involved
The City is looking for two different types of maps from the public.

Maps from the public

Community of Interest Districted Plans Based on 2020 Data

Draw and document your 
community.

Draw your preferred districted map.

Let us know where your community 
is by using specific street boundaries 
so we can avoid splitting it.

You can draw 1-5 election districts in 
accordance with how you think best 
represents the City.

Communities are better able to 
advocate and vote for their best 
interests when they remain 
together.

Maps drawn by the public often 
reflect logical boundaries based on 
the community, and many cities and 
districts prefer selecting a public 
map.



How to Get Involved

There will also 
be paper maps 
for the public 
to use to draw 
their own 
community of 
interest 
and/or 
districted map. 

Drawing YOUR Communities of Interest



How to Get Involved

Foster City is setting up a Districtr page for the public to draw 
maps using an online option. Expected to be finished by this 
month. 

Drawing YOUR Communities of Interest

https://districtr.org/tag/foster_city



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners

Ideal Population Size for Each 
Election-District: 6,768



Draft Maps: Draft A

• Total Population Deviation: 3.3% 

• Draft Map A was drawn to ensure HOAs and elementary 
school areas were kept intact as much as possible. 

• Maintains a central and eastern district



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Draft Maps: Draft B
• Total Population Deviation: 7.3% 

• Inspired by Public Map 1 and drawn in a way that balanced 
that public map while maintaining HOAs, when possible.
• Shell Cove is the only HOA split

• Maintains a central and eastern district.



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Draft Maps: Draft C
• Total Population Deviation: 7.9% 

• Maintains a central and eastern district.
• Provides a different ration of the splits on the western 

portion of the city while maintaining HOAs and using main 
roads.
• Uses Beach Park Blvd as a divider



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



Redistricting Partners



To stay up-to-date on the process, visit the City’s website.
Website: https://www.fostercity.org/community/page/transition-
district-elections
Email: districtelections@fostercity.org
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