Foster City Levee Protection Planning and

Improvements Project

<<< frequently asked questions

What is a levee and how does it work?

A levee is an embankment or a raised ridge designed for flood protection. In Foster City, the levee is the raised
trail surrounding the outer perimeter of the City, which separates the City from the Bay. The Foster City levee sys-
tem also provides recreational uses for the community. Residents enjoy walking, running, biking and skating on the
levee pathway.

Why does Foster City need to improve its levee system and why now? What
would happen if we did nothing?

Foster City maintains the levee along the Bayfront, surrounding the majority of the outer perimeter of the City.
Foster City's Levee system is primarily designed for flood protection. The Federal Emergency Management Agen-

cy (FEMA) had previously certified (accredited) Foster City's levee in 2007 as providing protection from the 1-

percent annual chance (base) flood. This means that most land within Foster City is classified as Zone X, where
mandatory flood insurance is not required. FEMA has recently conducted a coastal flood hazard study which has
determined that roughly 85% of Foster City's levee system does not meet FEMA requirements. Therefore, the
levee will not retain accreditation status when the Flood Insurance Rate Map is updated in mid-2016. Unless
changes are made to the levee system, the entire city will be placed in a flood zone designation that will require
that property owners with Federally-backed loans obtain flood insurance and owners selling property in Foster City
will be required to disclose the flood zone designation as part of the sale. The estimated cost for flood insurance is
several thousand dollars per year per property.

What has been done so far? What is seclusion mapping?

In order to regain accreditation of the levee, the City is currently working on a Levee Improvement Project. In the
FY 2015-16 Capital Improvement budget, the City Council approved an initial funding of $1 million for the Levee
Protection Planning and Improvements Project. Included in this project will be the incorporation of design parame-
ters to address future sea level rise. The City has been working closely with FEMA so that the 2016 maps will
show Foster City inside a levee seclusion zone, which means that flood insurance will not be mandatory until FE-
MA remaps the levees.

What project alternatives are being considered?
The project alternatives include construction of flood walls, raising the earthen levee, or a combination of the two

alternatives.
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“STORY IN A NUTSHELL”

Foster City's Levee system is
primarily designed for flood
protection but also serves as a
main link in the Bay trail that is
used for many recreational
purposes.

FEMA re-studied the hazards
in San Francisco Bay in 2014,
which included storm surge,
and will be producing new
maps in 2016.

The 2016 flood mapping pro-
jections indicate that approxi-
mately 85% of Foster City’s
levee protection system do not
meet FEMA standards for lev-
ee accreditation.

If levee elevations remain un-
changed, Foster City will be
declared as a high-risk Special
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).

If the City is determined to be
within a high-risk Special Flood
Hazard area, all property own-
ers could be subject to the
purchase of annual flood insur-
ance.

The 2016 maps will show Fos-
ter City and portions of the City
of San Mateo inside a “Levee
Secluded Area.” Flood hazard
determinations and the appli-
cable flood insurance purchase
requirements and building re-
quirement will not change from
what was in the current map.
FEMA will re-study the levees
and update the maps based on
a new analysis. During this
time, mandatory flood insur-
ance will not be required.



How much will the project cost?

The estimated project cost is up to $75 million dollars.

How will the project be funded?

Staff is exploring the formation of an Assessment District to fund the Levee
Protection Planning and Improvements Project. An Assessment District is a
financing mechanism under state law that allows counties and special dis-
tricts to designate specific areas as Assessment Districts. With the approval
of a majority of the landowners within the specified area, these Districts are
enabled to collect special assessments to finance the improvements con-
structed or acquired by the District. Assessment Districts help each property
owner pay a fair share of the costs of such improvements over a period of
years at reasonable interest rates and insures that the cost will be spread to
all properties that receive direct and special benefit by the improvements
constructed.
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How will the residents or businesses of Foster City be impacted by the project? Will it block views?

Will the public still be able to use the levee pedway trail for recreation when the project is complete?

The raising of the levee may have an impact on views of the Bay from properties that face the Bay as the levee will be higher by 2-5 feet in places. The

City is planning to reinstall the levee pedway within the scope of the project and widening if possible so that the recreational uses are maintained or

improved. The major impact will be that, instead of having to pay thousands per year for flood insurance, properties will be able to pay a few hundred

per year for a definitive time to raise the levees and take properties out of the flood zone and maintain property values.

What is the timeline for the project?

Based on an aggressive schedule, the anticipated project completion is mid-
2020.

What is the City’s strategy to engage and educate
the public about this project?

The City’s Director of Communications will lead the public engagement effort
utilizing community meetings, social media, and direct mailers, plus any
other means to educate the public.
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Questions or More Information >>>

Senior Engineer Allan Shu

610 Foster City Boulevard, Foster City, CA 94404
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