
610 Foster City Boulevard, Foster City, California 94404

Attn: Business License ♦ (650) 286-3258 ♦ Fax (650) 574-3483

Email: businesslicense@fostercity.org ♦ www.fostercity.org
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I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE REGULATIONS AND AGREE TO COMPLY WITH THEM.
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Name and Title

APPLICANT’S DECLARATION OF HOME OCCUPATION

CITY OF FOSTER CITY

Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

Phone Number

With the exception of vehicles and trailers stored in compliance with Chapter 17.64 of the Foster City Municipal Code, no outdoors storage or 

display of goods, equipment or materials shall be permitted.

Client visitation shall be restricted to the hours between 7:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on weekends.  Client 

visitation will be allowed until such time as the City determines that it is a problem.  At such time, the applicant shall eliminate or limit client 

visitation, as determined by the City.

Deliveries of goods, materials, equipment, or services to or from the business shall be restricted to the hours between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

on weekdays.

The City may impose additional standards reasonably related to the protection of the health, safety, morals, comfort and general welfare of the 

persons or property in the neighborhood of the home occupation business or to the City of Foster City.

All home occupation businesses require a Foster City business license pursuant to the provisions of Title 5 of the Foster City Municipal Code.  

Applicants shall complete and sign the declaration and description form attached to the business license applications, acknowledging review of 

these standards prior to issuance of a permit.

The business shall not cause an increase in the use of any utilities or services (water, sewer, electrical, garbage or police, fire, etc.) such that the 

combined total use for dwelling and business purposes substantially exceeds the average for residences in the neighborhood.

For home-based cottage food operations, please contact the San Mateo County Health Department in order to obtain a Cottage Food Operator 

license prior to applying for a business license with the City. 

The business conducted within the dwelling or garage shall be conducted in a manner which does not adversely affect the neighborhood with 

respect to impacts caused by traffic circulation, parking, crime, security matters, noise, odor, light, glare, liquid or solid waste, vibration or 

smoke or the creation of any public health or safety risks or other nuisance, as determined by the City.

A “home occupation” is defined as an accessory use for a dwelling unit for employment and/or business activities.  The eligibility of a business to be 

conducted in a residential district shall be determined by its ability to meet the following standards:

The business must be in compliance with all other applicable federal, state and city laws, ordinances or regulations.

The business shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes and shall be conducted entirely within 

the enclosed living area and/or garage of the dwelling.  The business use, including related equipment materials, etc., shall be limited to a 

maximum of 15% of the interior floor area and 10% of the garage area of the dwelling unit.  Storage of materials within or use of the garage for 

business purposes shall not interfere with the ability to park within the garage the number of vehicles it was designed to hold.

Permanent residents of the dwelling are the only persons permitted to engage in business operations conducted within the dwelling.

The exterior of the dwelling or garage shall not be altered in any way which calls attention to the fact that the house in being used for business 

purposes or which causes the premises to differ from its original residential character through the use of colors, materials, construction or 

lighting.

Equipment shall not be utilized which creates noise or vibrations in violation of Chapter 17.68 of the Foster City Municipal Code or which 

generates visual or audible electrical or electronic interference in any television, radio, telephone, or other transmitters, receivers or electrical 

equipment.

The storage of hazardous or flammable materials is strictly prohibited.

One vehicle owned by or registered to the business may utilize one of the dwelling unit’s parking spaces if the vehicle is also the principal 

practitioner’s primary form of personal transportation.  Any need for parking (business or client visitation) shall be met off the street in either a 

garage or on a driveway apron.

No vehicles exceeding eight thousand pounds and/or over six feet six inches in height or more than twenty-five feet in length and no trailers or 

semi-trailers used in conjunction with the business shall be parked in the front yard or on public streets.  Vehicles and trailers which meet the 

requirements of Chapter 17.64 of the Foster City Municipal Code may be permitted to be stored in the side or rear yard subject to prior 

architectural review approval by the city.

No exterior signage of any kind and no signage which is visible from adjacent properties or public right-of-way shall be displayed.
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