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General Plan
introduction

Purpose of the General Plan

All cities in California are required to prepare and
adopt a general plan. The California Government
Code defines specific purposes and content
requirements for general plans. At the same time,
the Foster City General Plan is intended to do much
more than merely meet legal requirements. itis
intended to be a statement of how the citizens of
Foster City view their community, how they want it
to be in the future, and, most importantly, how they
intend to deal with the planning and development
issues facing the community.

The General Plan identifies policies and programs
addressing the development and redevelopment of
land, preservation of parks and open spaces,
provision of housing for current and future residents,
conservation of natural resources, improvement of
the circulation and transportation system, control of
noise and protection of life and property from
hazards. Additionally, the General Plan assures
that tax money is generated to provide the high
levels of public services and maintenance of public
facilities and infrastructure the citizens of Foster City
expect.

The Foster City General Plan addresses these
issues and responds to the many changed
conditions in the region, county and city since the
majority of the City's existing general pian was
adopted in 1974. Although the character of Foster
City has been established by past land use
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decisions, there are still many decisions to be made
over the next 15 years.

State Law Requirements for General Plans
State law requires that a general plan be an
integrated, internally consistent document that
includes background data supporting the proposed
objectives, policies, standards and actions of the
plan. Subject areas that must be covered are land
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use, circulation, housing, safety, open space,
conservation and noise. The code also permits
local agencies to adopt optional elements to reflect
and accommodate local conditions and
circumstances.

To assist local governments in meeting these
responsibilities, Government Code §65040.2 directs
_the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to adopt
and periodically revise guidelines for the preparation
and content of local general plans. The Guidelines
are advisory only. Yet, as the only official document
interpreting and explaining the requirements of
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California planning law, the Guidelines establish
standards for assessing the adequacy of local
general plans.

State law, court decisions and the Guidelines place
exireme importance on consistency of the plan
elements and the direct correlation between the
data collected and policies formulated. In this
respect, the updated General Plan includes the
following parts:

B Goals and Policies: Goals, policies, plan
proposals and standards have heen developed and
grouped by the plan elements. Goals are the ideals
to strive for, or the desired state of things. Policies
establish a recognized community position on a
particular issue. General Plan policies are set forth
both as written text and as policy maps, such as the

‘Land Use Plan. These are complimentary; written

policies set forth the basic approach to be taken
while the policy maps show the intended spatial
application of the policies.

B Implementing Programs: Specific actions have
been identified that the City will try to undertake to
implement the Plan. For example, zoning must be
consisient with the land use designations in the
Plan. The Plan will also need to be updated
periodically o remain relevant as a policy
document.

E Background Information: Information has been
collected, analyzed and documented on specific
subjects to provide a basis for selected policies.
Background data is provided in each of the Plan
Elements (such as Land Use and Circulation,
Housing, etc.), technical appendices and the Foster
City Community Profile.

How the Foster City General Plan is
Organized

The Foster City General Plan is intended to be
useful to all its readers and still contain all
necessary information and policies. To accomplish
this objective, the plan is structured around ten
separate, but highly interrelated, sections. Each
chapter is intended to convey a different level of
information depending on what the reader wants to
know, as listed on the following page:
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
{7)
(8)

(9)

introduction

Summary

Land Use and Circulation Element
Housing Element (adopted 1992)

Parks, Open Space and Conservation
Element

Noise Element

Safety Element ({fo be added)
Residential Neighborhoods Conservation
Element (to be added)

Implementing Program Priorities (fo be added)

The General Plan includes two new sections: a
Residential Neighborhoods Conservation Element
and Implementing Program Priorities. The
Residential Neighborhoods Conservation Element
provides greater specificity on neighborhood issues
and the Implementing Program Priorities
establishes relative priorities among all General
Plan programs. Technical Appendices have been
prepared for various elements which include
background data, inventories, projections and other
background information to provide a basis for the
policies contained in the Plan elements.

in addition to the requirements of California
Planning and Zoning Law, the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) are
also applicable to the preparation and adoption of a
general plan. The General Plan Environmental
impact Report (EIR) wili address the potential

environmental impacts of the updated General Plan.

Implementation of the General Plan
Implementation programs which are a key to
achieving the goals of the Plan are listed in each
element. All of the programs in the General Plan
will require some type of follow-up action; either
further study, ordinance adoption, special funding
consideration or other public review. The details
concerning each program will be evaluated at that
time.

The "timeframes" listed with each program in the
elements are suggestions only - and are expected
to be modified in the Implementing Program
Priorities and in each Annual Report on the General
Plan (described below). Modifications to the
timeframes will not require a General Plan
Amendment.
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The list in the implementing Program Priorities
section establishes "higher priority” programs based
on community needs, immediate health and safety
concerns, pressing development issues or
opportunities, and legal mandates which must be
fulfilled.

The list of program priorities will:

(1) Highiight actions the City is committed to
undertaking immediately after the General
Plan's adoption;
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(2) Establish priorities when future decisions are
made concerning the City's Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) and the budget;

(3) Provide greater assurance for businesses,
developers and the community concerning
future plans and improvements;

(4) Identify both short-term and long-term
solutions consistent with future development .
needs; and,

(5) Allow easy updating consistent with changing
priorities, funding capability, etc.

The General Plan also recommends the preparation
of an Annual Report on the General Plan. The
Annual Report will evaluate General Plan programs
to establish each year's work priorities.

The primary instrument for implementing the
General Plan is the Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning
Ordinance inciudes various land use districts
consistent with the General Plan. Each parcel of
land in the community is designated with one of
those districts. Written regulations establish
standards for design review, minimum lo! size,
building height and setback limits, lot coverage,
parking, and other development parameters within
each land use zone. Property maintenance is aiso
a key City regulation intended to implement the
goals and policies in the General Plan to assure the
preservation of existing development quality.

Future Review and Amendment of the Plan
Any interested citizen may submit a request to have
a proposed amendment of the plan considered.
State law restricts the number of amendments to
four each calendar year, although each amendment
may encompass a series of individual changes fo
the Plan. The City Council, by resolution of a
majority of its members, may also initiate a
proposed amendment at any time it deems suitable
or appropriate.

Plan amendments will be considered by the
Planning Commission, which will make a
recommendation to the Foster City City Council.
Since General Plan Amendments are legislative
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RELATED GENERAL PLAN DOCUMENTS

. Commumty Profile
7 The Community Profile prov1des an overview a
“detailed statistics regarding populatlon and: seléct
g conchhons in the City.

B ?Techmcal Appendices :
- Technical Appendlces have been prepare
elément of the General Plan. . They include data :
_ inveritories, projections, and other information related to
* the City to provide a basis for policy formuiatlon '
contamed in the Plan elements

General Plan. EIR
. The General Plan E_

: Future Studzes to. beConducted Aft
- “The, General Plan callsfor: :

actions, the final decision is made by the City
Council following a public hearing. General Plan
amendments will be published as foliows:

N Policy and Text Changes: Changes to the
policies and other text of the plan shall be published
on pages which may be inserted in the appropriate
locations as replacement pages or additional pages
in the applicable element. The effective date of the
last adopted amendment shall be referenced on the
pages with changes or additions. Changes in the
timeframes of implementation programs will not
require a General Plan Amendment.

B Map Changes: Amendments to the land use
plan maps and other policy and informational maps
shall be published on pages which may be inserted
in the document; periodic revisions of the original
document maps shall incorporate all of these
changes which have accumulated since the
previous revision. The date of the amendment shall
be noted on the map for each area amended.

A comprehensive review and revision of the plan
will be undertaken at least every five years,
following the first such review expected o occur in
1998.
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